
 

  

 
 
 
 
      By Fax - (212)-963-7055 
 
 
 
Ghent, 7 November 2022 
 
 
 
 
Dear Secretary General of the United Nations, 
Dear excellency, 
 
I have the honor to write you as counsel of “The Committee Against the Use of 
Chemical Weapons in South Kurdistan”? 
 
My clients would want to request Your Office to assist in organizing a fact-
finding mission to Northern Iraq to investigate whether Turkey is using 
chemical weapons in violation of its obligations enshrined in the Chemical 
Weapons Convention. 
 
Such fact-finding mission would be extremely important and urgent to clarify 
the allegations which have been voiced by the Kurdish population living in that 
area, but which have not been the object of an independent investigation so 
far. 
 
In this regard, my clients particularly want to refer to the very recent report of 
the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) of 18 
October 2022 which voices the same concerns.  
 
The IPPNW is a non-partisan federation of national medical groups in 63 
countries, representing doctors, medical students, other health workers, and 
concerned people who share the goal of creating a more peaceful and secure 
world free from the threat of nuclear annihilation. The organization's 
headquarters is in Malden, Massachusetts and was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1985. 
 
In September 2022, two specialists of the organization travelled to Northern 
Iraq to investigate the increasingly prominent sounding accusations of Turkey’s 
use of chemical weapons: Dr. Josef Savary is the President of IPPNW 
Switzerland and a medical doctor with 40+ years of experience in emergency 
and rescue medicine; Dr. Jan van Aken is a member of the scientific advisory 
board of IPPNW Germany and a former biological weapons inspector for 
UNMOVIC, the UN body that investigated Saddam Hussein’s chemical and 
biological weapons in Iraq. 
 
Both experts investigated several issues, notably: 
 



 

 

 

• The fact that the Turkish Defense Minister Hulusi Akar openly 
acknowledged in the Turkish parliament the use of tear gas during a 
military operation against the PKK in Northern Iraq which is an outright 
violation of the Chemical Weapons Convention.  
 

• The fact that material found near an area abandoned by the Turkish 
Army included containers for hydrochloric acid and bleach, which 
could be used to produce chlorine, a classical chemical warfare agent. 
This constitutes indirect evidence of the use of illegal chemical 
weapons. 
 

• The fact that, at the same site, containers for gas masks protecting 
against chemical weapons were found. This constitutes indirect 
evidence of the use of illegal chemical weapons. 
 

• A video that was supposedly recorded in July 2022 in the region of 
Werxelê and which shows Turkish soldiers preparing an improvised gas 
pumping device near a cave used by PKK fighters. This constitutes 
indirect evidence of the use of illegal chemical weapons. 

 
 
On the basis of these different elements, the experts concluded in their report 
that a fact-finding mission to this particular region is urgently required: 
 

"While nothing of this is a definitive proof of chemical weapons use, it 
warrants further independent investigation. We call for an 
international fact-finding mission – for example by OPCW or the UN 
Secretary General – into the region to once and for all confirm or dispel 
the allegations of chemical weapons use in the region.”1 
 
 

We want to make reference also to the declarations of Dr. S. Fincanci, director 
of the Turkish Medical Association and a renowned and independent expert, 
who came to the same conclusion as the IPPNW and was imprisoned very 
shortly after her declaration.  
 
My clients would want to urge Your Excellency to support this request and to 
gather the required support among the Member States to organize such fact-
finding mission to the Northern Iraq region. We are aware of the fact that in 
the past such request did not lead to positive answer. Alleged lack of sufficient 
indications and the alleged subjective character of the former information has 
been a hurdle to organize a fact-finding mission. The situation as of today is 
different and the aforementioned indications cannot be ignored any longer.  
 

 

1 IPPNW, Is Turkey violating the Chemical Weapons Convention? An independent 
investigation into possible violations of the Chemical Weapons Convention in Northern 
Iraq is urgently needed, 
https://www.ippnw.de/commonFiles/bilder/Frieden/2022_IPPNW_Report_on_possibl
e_Turkish_CWC_violations_in_Northern_Iraq.pdf, p. 1. 

https://www.ippnw.de/commonFiles/bilder/Frieden/2022_IPPNW_Report_on_possible_Turkish_CWC_violations_in_Northern_Iraq.pdf
https://www.ippnw.de/commonFiles/bilder/Frieden/2022_IPPNW_Report_on_possible_Turkish_CWC_violations_in_Northern_Iraq.pdf


 

 

 

A fact-finding mission can finally establish the truth and to determine what 
exactly happened and which weapons were recently used in this region. 
 
Most respectfully, 
 
 
 
Johan Vande Lanotte Johan Heymans 


